
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Priére à Notre Dame Boëllmann 

* HYMN 478 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  Lauda Anima 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 19): 

Leader: The heavens declare the glory of God 

People: The skies proclaim the work of God's hands 

Leader: Day after day they pour forth speech 

People: Night after night they display knowledge 

Leader: Their sound goes out to all the land  

People: Their words praise God to the ends of the earth! 

INTROIT I Want to Walk Kathleen Thomerson 
I want to walk as a child of the light;  I want to follow Jesus.  
God set the stars to give light to the world;  The star of my life is Jesus. 
In him there is no darkness at all;  The night and the day are both alike.  
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.  Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
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MINUTE FOR ST. PATRICK DAY DINNER       Debbie Alvarez 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, forgive us for not appreciating the wonderful moments 
you send us each day.  Forgive us when we conceal your love by failing 
to see and serve people in need.  Forgive us when we obscure your 
glory with our self-centeredness.  Forgive us for concealing your truth 
by our failure to witness.  Help us pause, reflect, and thank you for 
the gift of unexpected revelations.  Give us the courage to proclaim 
your transforming love to all people.  This we pray in the name of 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN (in bulletin) Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 



 

 

+ Children and Middle School students leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON 2 Kings 2:1-12 

ANTHEM Almighty and Everlasting God Orlando Gibbons 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities, and in all our 
dangers and necessities stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.                 

SECOND LESSON Mark 9:2-9 

SERMON                      “Pivot Point” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY  Eternal Light, Shine in Our Hearts       Malcolm Archer 

Eternal light, shine in hearts, Eternal goodness, deliver us from evil. 
Eternal power be our support, 
Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. 
Eternal pity, have mercy on us,  
that with our heart and mind and soul and strength 
we may seek thy face and be brought by thy infinite mercy 
to thy holy presence. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.         ALCUIN OF YORK (C. 800) 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 408 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life  Germany 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Toccata Boëllmann  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
Lèon Boëllmann (1862-1897) was a French organist and composer, working for most 
of his life at the church of St. Vincent de Paul in Paris until his untimely death from 
tuberculosis at age 35. His Suite Gothique, consisting of 4 movements including the  
Priere and Toccata, is one of the most widely performed organ works today.  “I Want to 
Walk as a Child of the Light” was written in the sweltering hot summer of 1966 by 
Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934. Kathleen had moved to St. Louis, Missouri in the  
fall of 1995. The following summer, her mother came from Houston, Texas, to visit. 
Because an airline strike cancelled her mother’s travel plans and a heat wave was making 
St. Louis unbearable. Thomerson decided to drive her mother back to Houston. The words 
and music came to her while driving. Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) was renowned  
in his time as the greatest composer of his generation. He served as organist for the British 
Chapel Royal and for Westminster Abbey until his untimely death at age 41.  Malcolm 
Archer (b. 1952) is an English organist, conductor and composer. He combines this  
work with a recital career. Archer was formerly Organist and Director of Music at  
St. Paul's Cathedral, and is now Director of Chapel Music at Winchester College.  
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

2 Kings 2:1-12 (NRSV) 
 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to 
Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha 
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 
they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel 
came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD 
will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 



 

 

silent.” 4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me 
to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets 
who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; 
for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD 
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 
went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at 
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 
8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 
 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I 
may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me 
inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a 
hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be 
granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, 
a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah 
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying 
out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when 
he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 
two pieces. 
 
Mark 9:2-9 (NRSV) 
 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and 
led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as 
no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah 
with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, 
for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 
8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 
 9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to 
tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 


